The Arc Appeal

AEmpowering People with Intellectual and

The Arc MidSouth celebrates the
26th anniversary of the

Americans with Disabilities Act!

ZiN

The Arc Mid-South thinks this calls for a celebration, so please DISABILITYRIGHTS
join us that Tuesday, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., at City Hall, Hall of - e|\/| RIEHTS

You are invited!

The Americans with Disabilities Act, which prohibits discrimina-
tion against people with disabilities, will be 26 years old on
July 26.

Mayors at 125 North Main in Memphis.

Keynote Speaker:
United State Attorney Edward Stanton I
Western District of TN

Panelist:

State Rep. G.A. Hardaway , District 93
Ashley Cloud , Transformation and The Arc Committee member
John Walpole , Shelby County Code Enforcement

For more information, contact The Arc Mid-South at (901) 327-2473.

The Arc Mid -Sout hds

@mmm@amm

Register Today!
At Pinecrest Retreat Center in Moscow, TN
July 27 0 31, 2016
For more information contact 901.327.2473
info@thearcmidsouth.org | www.thearcmidsouth.org

Achieve with us.
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Message from the Executive Director

Speaking up for our children!

Al'tés about changing the culture; it

Despite the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act almost 26 years ago,
students with disabilities are still punished at disproportionate rates.

On July 26, 1990, Congress passed the Americans with Disabilities Act to give peo-
ple with disabilities equal access to services like public education. But the rate at
which special-needs students are disciplined raises questions about how equal that
access truly is. In public schools today, children with disabilities are far more likely
than their classmates to be disciplined, removed from the classroom, suspended,

Carlene I. Leaper

and even expelled.

The Arc Mid-South assists parents on a daily basis with the issues pertaining to suspensions, expulsion and
hel ps provide clarity to their son/ daughteroés | EP (I
can look at this data and come away without a tremendous sense of urgency to end such inequality.

New data released recently by the U.S. Department of Education indicates that children with disabilities are
twice as likely to be suspended. They also account for two-thirds of those secluded or restrained at school.

Those figures come from data on more than 50 million
public schools during the 2013-2014 school year.

For the first time, the civil rights data collection tracked the number of students considered chronically absent
because they missed 15 or more school days per year. High school students with disabilities were 1.3 times
as likely to fall into this category while elementary school kids with disabilities were 1.5 times more likely to be
chronically absent as compared to their typically developing peers, the report indicates.

Meanwhile, the disproportionately high rate of suspensions among students with disabilities remained largely
consistent with previous years. Overall, 11 percent of students served under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act received out-of-school suspensions, the Education Department found, compared to 5 percent
of children without disabilities.

The recent report marks just the second time that th
included information about the use of restraint and seclusion in schools. It shows that over 100,000 students

were subject to the disciplinary practices during the 2013-2014 school year, more than 67,000 of whom had
disabilities. (Source: Disability Scoop)

iltés about changing the culture; ités about changin
seen a dramatic drop in student arrests and suspensions after implementing a new disciplinary program. The
initiative focuses on giving students support, partly by pairing each student with a caseworker who follows up

with the student over as many as four months after a suspension. When that happened, more than 90 percent

of students didndét commit a second offense.

Who will speak up for our children in our district? Or will we continue to put more dollars in prisons or educa-
tion?
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Agency Program News

eatured Spons
Highlights from Disability Awareness MonthY Or

2I Day Workshop hfekw

Did you knowMLGWwill test your
water for free? Our public utility con-
tinues to recognize and support the
need for educating our community.

Visit the current issue of Community
Outreach for the latest in programs

On March 17 & 18, The Arc Mid-
South hosted a workshop and
resource fair for high school jun-
iors and seniors attending spe-
cial education classes.

The i E mbracing ere tlon red Eo EavetSusan Moss of and services offered.
Worl do wor kshop e '\I,'\bnﬁe éi Deflaftment of Intellectual Thank you MLG&W.
Anointed Temple of Praise and Developmental Disabilities as key- . Y
Church, focused on the transi-  note speaker. She discussed the pro- We appreciate your sponsorship.
tion from high school to life after- grams and services that DIDD provides.

wards.

The first day concentrated on interview skills and vocational rehabilitation
services. Phyllis B from the Workforce Investment Network and Latasha
Rayford from the State of Tennessee Department of Rehabilitation Ser-
vices provided insight to students from all geographical areas. On the
second day, students learned about life skills and Tiger Life from Mildred
Shores of The Arc Mid-South and Maurice Williams, Associate Director of

University of Memphis Institute o /f er LI

More than 150 students, teachers, and staff left the workshop more pre-
pared for life after high school, regardless of their chosen paths.

AHoops from the Hearto Wheel chair Basket b

Congratulations to BeU Clothing, who
won our annual wheelchair-basketball
. tournament by defeating a team from
The Hershey Co. in a nail-biting final.
Thanks to the Rollind
Health, the RHD cheerleaders, our
~ sponsors, volunteers and all those who
<‘ came out and helped make the March
~ 26 event a great success!

Rollindé Grizzlies versus Cardinal Heal t h
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Agency Program News
The Arc Appreciation Party

Several dozen friends of The Arc Mid-South gathered recently at
Leadership Memphis, where they were feted for their financial
support. fAWe couldndét do what
rector Carlene Leaper told the group.

Guests mingled as they enjoyed wine and hors d' oeuvres, while
a video featuring people who have been assisted by The Arc Mid-
South played overhead.

Supporters recounted how they became involved with the non-

profit agency, which serves people with intellectual and develop- Party attendees included (from left) attorney William

mental disabilities. Connie Booker became a Board of Directors ~ S€lf: Beverly Mathews, parent of an Arc Mid--South

member after seeing what a profound effect The Arc Mid-S o u t rﬁ,‘;@" Oi?rzl_e:ﬁ dfgg?;%fggm’aefgﬁ%g ,‘\’Afi;—_'éeoﬁtrﬁ
respite care had on her family, including son Colin, after moving |, - ' e mper. '

to Memphis in the 1980s.

Colin has attended its numerous ho ol

>
[

weekend retreats and summer
camps since childhood --- and at
age 36 he still €
Arc has become our family here in
Memphi s, 06 Conni e

K1q)

Judge Kathleen Gomes, who also is

a board member, recalled that her

involvement began after conserva-
Board member Connie Booker torship cases began flooding

Shel b Count Pro t C_urt.ﬁDo
y y %uag (?orine 8|s§u§§§%d Hu% mpartangesoftwﬁlato n

you know about The Arc?0 becampg "a° e of
she listened to parents recounting their struggles raising children

with disabilities.

Brittany Carter, who has cerebr al pal sy, lauded the emg
can turn a disability into an ability, o6 she said. AYou

Brittany has done just that i The University of Memphis graduate is an assistant community advocate at The Arc
Mid-South.

Judge Kathleen Gomes chatted with  Board member Shirley Cobbins (from left) Board member Florence Howard
Brittany Carter, an Arc Mid-South and her son Darrell Cobbins enjoyed talking and former City Court Clerk Thomas
employee. with Board President Merle Smith. Long.
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